	Sing: Jesus. Name above all names. Beautiful Savior. Glorious Lord. Emmanuel, God is with us. Blessed Redeemer. Mighty God.


	Sing: Exalt the Lord our God. Exalt the Lord our God. And worship at his footstool. Worship at his footstool. Holy is he. Holy is he.


	Sing: I exalt thee. I exalt Thee.  I exalt Thee, O God. I exalt Thee. I exalt Thee. I exalt Thee, O God. For God most high, above all the earth, thou art exalted far above all things. For God most high, above all the earth, thou art exalted far above all things. (repeat)


	Sing: As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after Thee. Thee alone are my heart's desire and I long to worship Thee. You alone are my strength, my shield. To you alone does my spirit yield. You alone are my heart's desire and I long to worship Thee.


	Sing: What a mighty God we serve. What a mighty God we serve. Angels bow before him. Heaven and earth adore him. What a mighty God we serve.





	Our Dear heavenly Father we come to you in prayer today for our family, relatives, church, & nation. Thank you God for commanding your angels concerning my children, spouse and me today to guard, accompany, defend and preserve us in all our ways; God's angels will lift us up in their hands, so that we will not strike our foot against a stone (taken from Psalm 91:11-12). Forgive us, oh God, for we have sinned. Cleanse us and purify us and make us whole, in Jesus Name. Lead, guide, and direct us in everything we do and say. We are your prayer warriors. God, Your word says in Proverbs 4:7, “Get wisdom: and with all thy getting, get understanding.” Jesus said in Matthew 26:41, “Watch and pray.” He wanted us to be alert to what is happening around us, to be well informed and aware of circumstances around us. To understand a matter is to comprehend the nature and significance of that particular matter. 





	Our dear family and friends, City Sanctuary church, TBN and CBN 700 Club, fear not, for God is with us! I pray that God will protect us, banish all fear, and that we will stand strong in the days ahead. May God Bless us and fill us with His peace and hope as we watch for the return of our dear Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.





	Thank you God for eradicating the coronavirus from the world. Eradicate the Delta-virus and its variants from the world. Thank you God for the vaccines and Monoclonal treatments and other treatments for the coronavirus. We pray for more vaccines and virus treatments to be developed and distributed and administered.





	Heal those who are sick in body and mind throughout our extended family and our church. [name specific persons.] Comfort those who have lost loved ones. [Bring before God the names specifically]. We pray specifically our extended family healing of those with mental issues: Jimmy Honaker and Manny Cordero and Ruth Comer [name specific persons]. For you, O God, to give them love, joy, peace, power, sound mind, and self control. We bring before you, Father, the matter of Manny and the parole boards decision as to whether to release him from prison. Give them wisdom in setting limitations to his release and the extend of his freedom. Speak to Hilda and give her direction and peace of mind in her safety and decisions on how to handle Manny if he comes around her home. May they put mandates in the provision of his continued mental healthcare and taking of medications to control the schizophrenia that plagues him. You are the great healer and deliverer of all these situations.








	God, provide for the poor, here at home and across the globe. Provide shelter, food, clothing, transportation, gas, and all the needs. (Pray specifically for certain families, and/or city, county, state, country, foreign ministries/organizations.) (I pray for Evangelist Emmanuel Mendy in Gambia Africa and the multitudes he preaches to; Rose Quieta & her Pastor husband in Mindanao, Philippines with a huge ministry for children and their families; Julien Thelusmond with the orphanage in Haiti, he and his brother in law were kidnapped and beaten, but Julien escaped. Keep him safe in the turmoil Haiti is in now with gangs ruling the streets and the continued kidnapping of American missionaries since the assignation of their president. God, we ask that you provide the way to free the 17 missionaries kidnapped with a demand for 17 million dollars ransom for their release or be killed.)





	I pray the Gospel to go out in power and many to be saved, healed, and delivered. I pray for those in our extended family who have backslid; that you draw them Holy Spirit that they rededicate their life to you, Jesus, and serve you the rest of their life. I pray that their testimony will show God's encouragement, strength, comfort, and freedom to many. 





	Although no nation on earth is closed to the work of God's Spirit, at least 160 of the 210 nations on earth have civil laws of one kind or another that often hinder evangelistic outreach. 45 of these nations (Communist and Islamic states) make it extremely difficult for any form of evangelism, especially literature distribution, and have established rigid laws backed by stiff prison sentences, including capital punishment and/or beheading.





	God we pray for the persecuted believers around the world. Especially for the Christians being persecuted by the Taliban, ISIS-K, Al-Qaeta throughout the world emboldened by the U.S. Surrender and down fall into the hands of Taliban in Afghanistan. We pray, as well for the Americans left behind in Afghanistan. Give them boldness and courage to withstand their trials and suffering. Lead them out, oh God, provide their way out. And for those entrapped and being killed, Holy Spirit bring to their minds, spirits, and hearts that the angels will carry them into the arms of Jesus (Luke 16:22) where in God's presence there is fullness of joy and in God's right hand pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:11). Furthermore, we pray today for members of our persecuted Christian family:


Pray they will sense God's presence (Hebrews 13:5)


Pray they will know we are praying for them (2 Timothy 1:3)


Pray they will experience God's comfort (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)


Pray they will see God open doors for evangelism (Colossians 4:3)


Pray they will boldly share the gospel (Acts 4:29)


Pray they will mature in their faith (Colossians 1:28-29)


Pray they will be granted wisdom in covert ministry work (Acts 9:23-25)


Pray they will remain joyful amid suffering (Acts 5:41)


Pray they will be able to forgive and love their persecutors (Matthew 5:44)


Pray they will be deeply rooted in God's Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17)


I  pray along with “The Voice of the Martyrs” ministry for the persecuted believers around the world:


Pray for the protection and provision of local believers and their families


Pray that our brothers and sisters will persevere through difficulties and persecution


Pray for ongoing Bible translation work as well as radio, TV, & social media ministries


Pray for believers who gather in house fellowships for prayer, encouragement and worship


Pray for front-line workers involved in evangelism, discipleship and house churches


Pray for greater access to God's Word through translations into every language and for every tribal group





	I pray protection and strength for healthcare workers, firefighters, emergency services workers, and police law enforcement officers. Please surround these with battalions of warring angels to protect them from harm, and accompany, guard, defend and preserve them.





	We unite in prayer for our nation and for police law enforcement. We come before God today grieved in heart over the divisions in our land. We grieve for every life lost to violence, regardless of color or creed. And we especially grieve this day over the senseless deaths of law enforcement officers whose sworn duty is to protect us from harm. Please grant comfort and hope to their families. We know from Romans 13 that our police law enforcement officers have a sacred task, to enforce laws that protect the innocent and punish the guilty. We pray that God will protect the police as they serve us. Give them wisdom, discernment, and a deep desire to serve You, God. Please surround every law enforcement officers in our land with battalions of warring angels to protect them from harm. We stand together in the powerful and mighty name of Jesus against every work of Satan intended to inflict injury and death on our protectors. May Satan's power be thwarted, in Jesus mighty name, and Satan's plans exposed by God's light.





	Please grant us spiritual, political, and cultural leaders who will speak to us with Your wisdom and Your truth. Please renew us in spirit, mind, and heart that we may once again be one nation under God, indivisible, and liberty and justice for all.





	Thank you God, for the U.S. Capital Bible Reading Marathon that was throughout the whole Nation May 1-5 this year. Your Word will not return unto You void [Isaiah 55:11]. I pray that our nation's leaders will uphold the Scriptures, knowing that the Bible is at the heart of America's founding principles. We pray that America will return to God's precepts.





	God, hope is needed in our world today more than ever. Natural disasters, terrorism, and mass shootings have caused despair to spread throughout our nations. It is in these times when the message of Jesus Christ can give us optimism for tomorrow. Romans 15:13 says, We pray that God, the source of hope, will fill us completely with joy and peace because we trust in Him. Then we will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. Psalm 119:50 says, This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life. Isaiah 40:31 says, Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. God, hope does change everything. We bring to You, Lord, our issues of health, finances, family, and everything else. We put our hope and trust in You, Lord. Our heavenly Father will never fail us.





	God, we persistently pray, refusing to give up until the answer comes. Jesus said simply, “Ask and it shall be given!” (Matthew 7:7) We can and will continue in prayer for the needs of the world every day, even if we have requested those very same things the day before. Jesus, you prayed one prayer exactly the same 3 times (see Matthew 26:44). Our point of persistent prayer is to never give up until the answer comes. I will not quit!








	We can boldly trust in the Lord because His Spirit lives within us, and He who is in us is far greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4)! Taking the authority that is ours in Christ Jesus, we pray in His name with courage and belief that God will answer us. We allow the Holy Spirit to help us pray by giving us words or by bringing things to our mind. Sometimes that is just to say the name of Jesus, especially in times of great weariness. In faith, we begin to praise the Lord and thank Him for His goodness and for what He is doing for us. God loves us so much! We lean completely on Him!





	In Jesus name, Amen





“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” [John 8:32] “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” [John 8:36] “Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” [1 Peter 5:7] 





<=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=><=





	God, I take a stand now. I stand firm to see the deliverance of the Lord. God, I pray forgiveness of our sins as a nation, repentance and a desire to follow God. I pray for President Joe Biden his Administration and Cabinet, and Vice-President Kamala Harris, the Senate, the House of Representatives, the Supreme Court Justices. Draw them Holy Spirit that they have a desire to follow God and enact righteous laws and cast down unrighteous laws and follow God's will in governing our Nation. Proverbs 28:2 says, “When there is moral rot within a nation, its government topples easily; but with honest, sensible leaders there is stability.” Proverbs 29:2 says, “When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when the wicked are in power, they groan.”





	God, Apostle Paul challenged us to pray “for all men,” especially “for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty” (1 Timothy 2:2). It is only in countries where basic freedoms exist can we effectively share the message of God's love. This is why every prayer time we include this special claim for freedom around the world – especially in Communist and Arab-Muslim nations. We pray for these specific things for world leaders:


We pray that God's Spirit will soften their hearts so they will be ready to receive the message of Christ when it comes to them.


We pray that you, God, will speak to at least one key leader close to them, and perhaps God will later use that person to lead a particular king or dictator to a knowledge of Christ.


We pray that each leader will institute certain reforms that will allow more overall freedoms and this will make it possible to share the message of Jesus more freely.





	We pray for the protection of lawmakers whose leadership impacts their states, the nation and even the world. We pray for them to follow the principles found in God's Word and lead with integrity for the good of the American People. We continue to unite in prayer against 4 bills that, if signed into law, will unleash greater darkness in America and affect all of our lives. They are the misnamed:


LGBTQI “Equality Act” HR 5 which will empower and allow the perverting and endangering our children in schools, churches, female locker rooms and showers, restrooms, etc.


HR 1, S 1 2093 For The People Act and the S2747 Freedom to Vote Act, all of which will federalize and legalize election fraud (S 2747 was voted on October 20, 2021 and it did NOT pass but still HR 1, S1 is still in the Senate to vote on).





HR 3755 “The Women's Health Protection Act” which will legalize throughout the whole nation abortion up to the moment of birth, infanticide is the killing of the newly born of a failed abortion, and funding of abortions, and many more measures in the killing of our most innocent – the unborn, and much more evils.


HR 4350 National Defense Authorization Act which includes a paragraph for forcing women ages 18-25 to register for the military draft. The Senate Armed Services Committee has agreed to a similar amendment, but the full Senate has not yet voted on it.





We pray for the Senators who stand guard on the Senate floor 7 days a week, 24 hours a day, especially in the wee hours of the morning, to keep the filibuster (60 vote requirement) going, and prohibiting the majority vote on HR 5, HR 1 S 1 2093,  HR 3755, and the HR 4350.  We pray for the Senators guarding the filibuster Nehemiah 4:9 “But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.” Nehemiah 6:9 But I prayed, Now strengthen my hands” for these Senators. We pray for the eyes and hearts of Senators to be opened to the reality of what these bills will do to harm our freedom. We Pray the Senate does not pass these bills.





	The Democrats aim to pass these bills using “reconciliation”, a procedure that will let them bypass the GOP (Republican) filibuster in the Senate, forcing a majority voting. Reconciliation is separate from the appropriations bills. God, we have prayed for 4 specific bills to be stopped, but actually there are a total of 15 bills at the Senate we do not want passed, so filibuster is very important.





	We pray for the House of Representatives and Senate in the process of voting on the appropriations bills for the federal government for 2022. These bills contain provisions that will repeal several safeguards that prohibit funding for abortion. For 40 years, Congress has ensured that pro-life amendments are included in appropriations bills. These amendments in danger of being removed include: 


Dornan Amendment, which prohibits funding for abortions in Washington, D.C. The Democrats want to remove this.


Helms Amendment, which prohibits funding for abortions abroad. The Abortion is Healthcare Everywhere Act of 2021 HR 1670 (117th Congress) allowing funding for abortions abroad and medical equipment.  It aims to repeal and replace the Helms Amendment.


Smith Amendment, which prohibits taxpayer funding for abortions for federal employees


Hyde Amendment, which prohibits Medicaid-funded abortions. This is not in the multi-trillion budget.  Senator Joe Manchin (Democrat West Virginia) says he has drawn a red-line that if the Hyde Amendment is not included in the appropriations bill that the bill is “dead on arrival.” He will not vote for it. (Also, Manchin says he may just drop being Democrat and become Independent.) The Department of Health and Human Services does not want the Hyde Amendment in the appropriations bill. 


Other provisions which prohibit abortions in federal prisons and the Peace Corps Program


Weldon Amendment is that “None of the funds made available in this Act may be made available to a Federal agency or program, or to a State or local government, if such agency, program or government subjects any institutional or individual health care entity to discrimination on the basis that the health care entity does not provide, pay for, provide coverage of, or refer for abortions. The term “health care entity” includes an individual physician or other health care professional, a hospital, a provider-sponsored organization, a health maintenance organization,l a health insurance plan, or any other kind of health care facility, organization, or plan.”





“Conscience protections for health care providers who refuse to perform, accommodate, or assist with certain health care services on religious or moral grounds such as abortion and sterilization, and related training and research activities. Protect providers who refused to provide health care items or services for the purpose of causing, or assisting in causing, the death of an individual, such as by assisted suicide or euthanasia.”





	We pray for the believers who care about the unborn who participated in the “Praying for Life” Rally that was held on October 2, 2021 in front of the U.S. Supreme Court. The High Court has agreed to hear oral argument for Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization abortion case this Fall [December 1, 2021], and we want to stand in solidarity for life! Liberty Counsel's Faith & Liberty team will be holding another prayer gathering on that day in front of the Supreme Court. This is a stepping stone to abolishing the Roe v. Wade abortion bill of 1973. We pray for LIFE in America. We pray for lives to be saved, for the women that are facing these decisions and the crisis pregnancy centers that minister to them. We pray for the Supreme Court Justices and the pivotal cases they will decide. We pray for these women who were marching in support of killing unborn babies; we pray their eyes to open and their hearts to be convicted of the truth. The Susan B. Anthony List is a conservative anti-abortion group.





	We pray for the organizing and constructing of the Live Nativity in front of Supreme Court building December 2, 2021 and will remain there throughout the Christmas holidays.





	Our heavenly Father, we ask that as Psalm 91:11-12 says, God, you command your angels concerning [Senator Joe Manchin – Democrat West Virginia] [Florida Republican Senator Rick Scott, Florida Republican Senator Marco Rubio, and Florida Governor Ron DeSantos] to accompany, guard, defend, and preserve them in all their ways [of voting and leading our Nation by their conscious influenced by God's will despite Congressional peer pressure and pressure from President Joe Biden  and his Administration]. There are many people who want to inflict harm, even death, on these bold and courageous leaders in our Nation. God, put a hedge of protection around each of these leaders and their families that Satan's attack on them be thwarted and God's light shine through them. Psalm 121:7-8 says, “The Lord will keep you from all harm – he will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.” Deuteronomy 31:6 says, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” Psalm 118:6 says, The Lord is with me; I  will not be afraid what others do to me.” We ask that these leaders “put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil...” Ephesians 6:13-17.





	We pray for the many lawyers fighting for our religious liberties, especially Liberty Counsel [LC.org] law firms and Jay Sekulow [ACLJ.org] law firms and the people they come in contact in D.C., the nation and the world. They bring the cases before the courts throughout our nation, even the U.S. Supreme Court and the United Nations. God continue to open doors, give wisdom and discernment and be glorified in all these lawyers do and say.  We pray for the members of Liberty Counsel's Faith & Liberty team and ACLJ who meet with congressional leaders to discuss how to further advance a culture of life, defense of the family and religious freedom in the midst of a hostile administration. We also continue to pray for the weekly Bible studies at the Liberty Counsel Ministry Center in D.C., and pray for the congressional staffers, as many are returning to their offices after the COVID shutdown.








***********************************************************************************





	We bind President Joe Biden's ability to “unfreeze” at least $10 billion in frozen Iranian funds. Iran's new foreign minister, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said this will prove the U.S. Is serious about rejoining the JCPOA, (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action). This is the nuclear deal from which the Trump administration withdrew in 2018. In June 2021 President Biden already had the 6th round of negotiations in Vienna over a possible U.S. return to the JCPOA, and a 7th round meeting date for talks has not yet been set. God, forbid President Biden from re-entering the JCPOA, the Iran Deal which in reality will enable Iran to finish creating a nuclear bomb.





	God, on November 1 2021, lead, guide, and direct the Supreme Court Justices to do Your Will in the hearing of the Whole Women's Health v. Austin Reeve Jackson case arguments because certain Justices' “dissent” the previous arguments of the abortionists. (definition dissent: holding or expressing opinions that are at variance with those commonly or officially held.) This is the new Texas law that Texas Legislature enacted Senate Bill (S.B.) 8 (Act), which took effect statewide at midnight on September 1, 2021, makes it unlawful for physicians to perform abortions if they either detect cardiac activity (heart beat) in an embryo or fail to perform a test to detect such activity. This Legislature was well aware of this binding precedent. To circumvent it, the Legislature took the extraordinary step of enlisting private citizens to do what the State could not. The Act authorizes any private citizen to file a lawsuit against any person who provides an abortion in violation of the Act, “aids or abets” such an abortion (including by paying for it) regardless of whether they know the abortion is prohibited under the Act, or even intends to engage in such conduct. Courts are required to enjoin the abortionists (defendant) from engaging in these actions in the future and to award the private-citizen plaintiff at least $10,000 in “statutory damages” for each forbidden abortion performed or aided by the abortionist (defendant). In effect, the Texas Legislature has deputized the State's citizens as bounty hunters, offering them cash prizes for civilly prosecuting their neighbors' medical procedures.


	The abortion organizations say, “This equates to a near-categorical ban on abortions beginning six weeks after a woman's last menstrual period, before many women realize they are pregnant, and months before fetal viability. According to the applicants, who are abortion providers and advocates in Texas, the Act immediately prohibits care for at least 85% of Texas abortion patients and will force many abortion clinics to close.”


	God intervene and we pray that the Supreme Court Justices rule in favor of the Texas Legislation Senate Bill 8 Act to drastically limit abortion services. By so doing, this will set a new judicial precedent (rule of law) allowing other States to legislate similar laws into action to limit the practice of abortions in our Nation.





	God we also bring before you asking for Your blessing on the:


January 22, 2022 “Remembering the Pre-born, Flowers & Prayer Vigil” to be held in front of the Supreme Court. This special memorial will include laying 3,000 flowers in front of the Supreme Court to represent the babies aborted every day in the U.S. 


January 24, 2022 “The National Prayer Service for the Pre-born and Their Mothers and Fathers” will be held at the DAR Constitution Hall (Daughters of the American Revolution). This event is scheduled in the morning of the “2022 March for Life.”











	God, we take a stand now and ask your intervention on behalf of Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), (a senior Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations) and a group of 33 Republican colleagues in pressing the Biden Administration to adhere to U.S. Law and refrain from reopening the Mission of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) in Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem for the Palestinians. U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) joined Senator Bill Hagerty (R-TN) and 32 Republican senators in introducing the “Upholding the 1995 Jerusalem Embassy Law Act of 2021.” This bill seeks to protect the full and faithful implementation of the “Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995” and block the Biden Administration's effort to subvert the law. [A consulate cannot be in the same city as the Embassy, where the Embassy is in the country's capital.) Embassy sovereignty is sovereignty. For over 300 years, the grounds of any embassy or consulate have been the sovereign territory of a country designated place is occupied by. Because of this, NO local or national police or military force can enter a consulate or embassy of another country. In 2019, for the first time, the consulate was placed under the authority of the U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem by former U.S. President Donald Trump. This was seen by the Palestinians as a major downgrading of their ties with the U.S. Israel opposes the move, seeing it as an affront to its sovereignty in Jerusalem. Some view it as an attempt to re-divide the Holy City and a contradiction of American Law.





	God, be with Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) joined by Leader Mitch McConnell, U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) committee, and nearly 31 other Republican senators introduced a resolution supporting parents' rights to be fully actively involved in the education of their children. Recently, President Joe Biden and his administration have politicized and weaponized the Justice Department, threatening to use federal law enforcement resources to intimidate and silence parents who speak out to protect their children from harmful curricula like critical race theory that's being pushed by Biden and the far-left. Biden's dangerous tactics are a clear violation on parents' rights of free speech and the right to have a say in their child's education.





	We pray in Jesus' Name. Amen





	Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.


<-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><-><->





JESUS QUIETS THE STORM WHILE IN THE BOAT WITH US





In God's presence during our distresses





	God, we take joy remembering your Word in Mark 4:35-41 [also read Mark 4:1-35 to see He was teaching the crowd all day long before going into the boat.] “On that same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.” So leaving the crowd, they took Him with them in the boat, just as He was,. And other boats were with Him. And a fierce windstorm began to blow, and waves were breaking over the boat, so that it was already being swamped. But Jesus was in the stern, asleep with His head on the sailor's leather cushion. And they woke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are about to die?” And He got up and sternly rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be still!” And the wind died down as if it had grown weary and there was at once a great calm, a perfect peacefulness. Jesus said to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith and confidence in Me?” They were filled with great fear, and said to each other, “Who then is this that even the wind and the sea obey Him?””  This story is also told in Matthew 8:23-27 [Also read Matthew 8:1-22 see what Jesus was doing, he was teaching the crowd all day long before going into the boat.]





	Matthew 14:22-36, [also read Matthew 14:1-21 the beheading of John the Baptist. He was greatly grieved. Then Jesus going off to a secluded place to pray and was unable to because the crowd  of 5,000 closed in on him and the disciples, so he ministered to the crowd and fed them. He became exhausted after all that.] Immediately He directed the disciples to get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side (of the Sea of Galilee), while He sent the crowds away. After He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. When it was evening, He was there alone. But the boat by this time was already a long distance from land, tossed and battered by the waves, for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night (3:00-6:00 a.m.) Jesus came to them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately He spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I!” Do not be afraid.” Peter replied to Him, “Lord, if it is really You, command me to come to You on the water.” He said, “Come!” So Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the effects of the wind, he was frightened, and he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus extended His hand and caught him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat the wind ceased. Then those in the boat worshiped Him with awe-inspired reverence, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”








	This is not a fable. This is truth, the Word of God. Mark 4:35-41.





 Jesus said to the disciples, “Let us go over to the other side” [of the Sea of Galilee]. Get into the boat meaning a Place of Rest. A Place where the presence of God is. “just as He was” (in the same boat that he preached to the crowd). Just as you do in your prayer “closet.”





Jesus was Exhausted. He fell into a sound sleep.





Jesus knew God is in control. Character of God. I believe Jesus knew even before getting into the boat that a storm on the horizon. He knew the peril that was to ensue. But He also is not disturbed or afraid because He knew (had faith) that Our Heavenly Father is with them and He knows (has faith in) Our Heavenly Father's character:


Our Creator.�
Infinite.�
Peace.�
Faithful.�
�
The Living God.�
Provider.�
Sovereign.�
Jealous.�
�
Our Father.�
Physician.�
Omnipotent.�
God Sees.�
�
Self-Sufficient.�
Shepherd.�
Omnipresent.�
Good.�
�
Our Banner.�
All Powerful.�
All Knowing.�
Just.�
�
Merciful.�
Gracious.�
Holy.�
Loving.�
�
Glorious.�
Immutable�
He never changes.�
�
�
Just as you must learn to have faith that Jesus knew that God is in control. No matter what happens He will either heal, deliver, or take us through the events.





Storm. Peril. Fretting. While going across the sea in the boat, a great storm overtook them and the disciples thought Jesus was so wrapped up in what he was doing (asleep on a cushion) that he didn't care about their peril and that he didn't know what was happening to them. We are faced with a trial of some sort in our life, maybe a sickness, depression or mental illness, death, job loss, divorce, caring for a loved one, failure, betrayal, disappointment, car/appliance breakdown, etc. We are distracted and worried and fretting. But much of the time we don't think to just stop and pray to God, giving Him all our cares of life. Be aware, have faith that none of these can take your hope, because they cannot take your Jesus.





Awakened. Disciples screamed. The disciples woke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are about to die?” We sometimes accuse God of not caring what is happening to us. Some have accused God of not being a loving God because something bad has happened in their life. But God is not offended! [Hebrews 4:15 says, “Our high priest is able to understand our weaknesses.”] [Romans 8:34 says, “Jesus is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”] These scriptures you need to remember when you feel all alone with your problems. You aren't alone! Matter a fact, He is pleased whatever way we call upon Him to help us. (See the paragraph below Ask, Seek, Knock. See Matthew 7:7-8)





Jesus rebukes wind and commands waves “Quiet” Be still. God is always with us and knows everything you are going through and the dangers you are in and not stopping it because it may be that He is just waiting for you to talk to him. Giving him permission so He can Quiet the storm in your life. You need to activate God's hand by talking to Him.





Jesus said to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith and confidence” [in Me]?





Disciples worship Jesus. Saying, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him” You must always take time to Praise and Worship God no matter what your circumstances or how you feel emotionally, because in His presence there is fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore in His right hand. Psalm 16:11.





All in all, we at least need to say, “Help.” Thorn in the flesh. If we will not talk to God in times of peace and tranquility, sometimes God will allow a storm to remind us that we need Him, and so He can hear our voice screaming, “Help.”  [Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 Amplified Bible Version. Paul the apostle says, “Because of the surpassing greatness and extraordinary nature of the revelations which I received from God, for this reason, to keep me from thinking of myself as important, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan, to torment and harass me – to keep me from exalting myself! Concerning this I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might leave me; but He has said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you (My loving kindness and My mercy are more than enough – always available – regardless of the situation); for My power is being perfected and is completed and shows itself most effectively in your weakness.' Therefore, I will all the more gladly boast in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may completely enfold me and may dwell in me. So I am well pleased with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, and with difficulties, for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak in human strength, then I am strong truly able, truly powerful, truly drawing from God's strength.”] 





James 5:16 tell us, “When a believing person prays, great things happen.”





	The scriptures reveal God's desire for us to Ask, Seek, Knock; we will receive, we will find, and doors will be opened. All three terms are in the present tense. We will Keep on asking until we get an answer. We will Keep on seeking until we make a discovery that leads to a breakthrough. We will Keep on knocking until we disturb heaven and God opens a doorway. Not only are these terms in the present tense, they are in the imperative mood. Ask with intensity. Seek relentlessly. Knock forcefully. This is not sissy praying. Not your typical prayer meeting. This is vigorous prayer. These are weighty expressions of hunger and need. They are compelling pleas, animated yearnings, driving prayers, urgent appeals. Pray reasoned, but craving petitions. (Matthew 7:7-8)





	I pray to you, God, right now: Holy Spirit, help us to see that storms are meant to increase our faith, not drown us in our own fears. No matter what storm we are going through, we know that Your presence is the boat we are in. You know what we are going through. We need not be afraid. I take a stand now! I take a stand and expect to see the deliverance of the Lord. In Jesus' name. Amen. And in all your doing, DON'T JUMP OUT OF THE BOAT!





In reference to ideas imparted, were taken from the following books:





Unshakable Hope – building our lives on the promises of God by Max Lucado 2018


Saturdays with Billy – my friendship with Billy Graham by Don Wilton (His pastor) 2021


Storm Proof – 100 days of triumph over trouble Devotional by John Hagee 2019


Courageous – 100 strategies for thriving in a hostile world by Dr. Robert Jeffress 2020


Forward – discovering God's presence and purpose in your tomorrow by Dr. David Jeremiah 2020


Philippians – practical insights for everyday Christian living by Joyce Meyer 2021


Battlefield of the Mind – winning the battle in your mind by Joyce Meyer 1995


Battlefield of the Mind Bible – Amplified Version – featuring notes & commentary by Joyce Meyer 


And May God Bless – a memoir of searching and finding then depending on the God of the 'and may God bless' spoken by Red Skelton at the end of every television show by Ruth Ann Comer 2021





MANY DESCRIPTIONS OF GOD





Herman Bavinck, in The Doctrine of God gives a long list of such descriptions of God taken from creation: God is compared to: 


lion (Isa. 31:4)�
eagle (Deut. 32:11)�
lamb (Isa. 53:7)�
hen (Matt. 23:37)�
�
sun (Ps. 84:11)�
morning star (Rev 22:16)�
light (Ps. 27:1)�
torch (Rev. 21:23)�
�
fire (Heb. 12:29)�
fountain (Ps. 36:9)�
rock (Deut. 32:4)�
tower (Prov. 18:10)�
�
shadow (Ps. 91:1)�
hiding place (Ps. 119:114)�
shield (Ps. 84:11)�
temple (Rev. 21:22)�
�



Taken from human experience, Bavinck finds an even more extensive list, which is reproduced here only in part: God is called:


bridegroom (Isa. 61:10)�
husband (Isa. 54:5)�
father (Deut. 32:6)�
judge & king (Isa. 33:22)�
�
man of war (Ex. 15:3)�
physician (Ex. 15:26)�
shepherd (Ps. 23:1)�
builder & maker (Heb. 11:10)�
�



Furthermore, God is spoken of in terms of human actions such as: 


knowing (Gen. 18:21)�
remembering (Gen 8:1 Ex 2:24)�
hearing (Ex. 2:24)�
smelling (Gen. 8:21)�
�
tasting (Ps. 11:5), �
wiping away tears (Isa. 25:8)�
sitting (Ps. 9:7)�
rising (Ps. 68:1)�
�
walking (Lev. 26:12)�
�
�
�
�



Human emotions are attributed to God, such as: 


joy (Isa. 62:5)�
grief (Ps. 78:40 Isa. 63:10)�
hatred (Deut. 16:22)�
wrath (Ps. 2:5)�
�
love (John 3:16)�
anger (Jer. 7:18–19)�
�
�
�



Even though God does not have a physical body, Scripture uses various parts of the human body to describe God’s activities in a metaphorical way. Scripture can speak of:


God’s face or countenance (Ex. 33:20, 23; Isa. 63:9; Ps. 16:11; Rev. 22:4) �
�
eyes (Ps. 11:4; Heb. 4:13)�
finger (Ex. 8:19)�
nose (Deut. 33:10)�
mouth (Deut. 8:3)�
�
ears (Ps. 55:1 Isa. 59:1)�
lips (Job 11:5)�
tongue (Isa. 30:27)�
neck (Jer. 18:17�
�
heart (Gen. 6:6)�
eyelids (Ps. 11:4)�
arms (Ex. 15:16)�
hand (Num. 11:23)�
�
foot (Isa. 66:1)�
�
�
�
�



Even terms describing personal characteristics in terms whose meaning is familiar to us through an experience of these qualities in other human beings. such as: 


good�
merciful�
gracious�
righteous�
holy�
just�
�



And even those terms that seem least related to creation, such as eternity or unchangeableness, are understood by us not intuitively but by negating concepts that we know from our experience 


eternity is not being limited by time�
unchangeableness is not changing�
�
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